Jasmine Rosado and Danielle Trautwein 
Lesson Plan: Writing Mini-Lesson
 
Grade: 4
 
Standard: W.4.3b. Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations.
Objective: Students will be able to create a setting and action within their dialogue when writing their own non fiction stories. 
Materials:

· Excerpts from the story  The Penderwicks by Jeanne Birdsall
· Smart Board  
· “My story” – example of bad dialogue 
Lesson Sequence:
1. Lesson Introduction
“Boys and girls, Miss Taylor told us you were working on realistic fiction stories so I decided to write a story and I thought I would share with you some dialogue from my story.” 

2.) Teach and Model - 

· Pull up story on the smart board

· Read story to the students 

· “So boys and girls, what did you think of my story?” (Danielle) 

· Wait for responses. If the class says it is a good story thank them for saying that 

· If they say it is a bad story “why is it a bad story? Is there anything I am missing from my story that would make it more interesting?” (Danielle)

· If nobody mentions it is a bad story the other teacher will say “Hmm I do not really find the story very interesting.” (Jasmine) 

· “Why do you not find it very interesting?” (Danielle) 

· “I do not know what the characters are thinking, doing, and I am a little lost to where the characters are so can I make some suggestions on how to help you make your story more interesting?” (Jasmine) 

· Highlight parts of the story and say “I would really like to know what Mona was thinking here. Does anybody else feel that way?” (Jasmine) 

· “Oh wow, thank you, I did not think about writing the way Mona was feeling. I guess I kind of assumed everybody knew that” (Danielle) 

· “Also where is the story taking place?” (Jasmine) 

· “It is taking place in Abby’s house. Oh I see, I should have probably said that somewhere in the dialogue.” (Danielle) 

· “I just have one more thing to ask you, are Mona and Abby just standing in the same place and looking at each other talking or is there any kind of action going on in between them speaking?” (Jasmine) 

· “Well Mona and Abby are getting ready to go to the pet store since Abby is buying Mona the puppy she wants but I guess the readers do not know that because I did not include it in my dialogue.” (Danielle) 

· “You are right about that, now you can go work on your story tonight and think of how you can include what we just discussed for your dialogue.” 

3.) State objectives and Purpose
· “Good writers often include dialogue in the stories they write and inside of their dialogue they include the setting and action. The authors we read make the stories enjoyable by letting us know the characters thoughts, letting us know where they are, and what they are doing.” 
· “Today we thought it would be a good idea to look at exactly how authors do this by using our read a loud novel The Penderwicks by Jeanne Birdsall
4.) Guided Practice – 
· “Let’s turn back to some pages from The Penderwicks.” Place them on the smart board. 
· Page 38. Read the first line “Why can’t… Now boys and girls is this line like the story Ms. Trautwein showed us?” Students will respond no. Can anybody tell us why it is different, what elements did I tell Ms. Trautwein she should include in her story?”  Wait for responses of setting, action, and feelings. 
· “What evidence in the story let’s the reader know there is action?” Allow one student to answer then ask “What evidence in the story let’s the reader know there is setting in the story?” Allow another student to answer. Then ask “what evidence in the story let’s the reader know there is some kind of feelings?”
· Highlight Page 39, read it aloud to the students then ask, “Boys and girls did you find this interesting?” Follow up with the question “Can somebody tell us what made it interesting?”  

· Highlight the bottom of page 52 and read the dialogue a loud, “Can anybody tell me what the setting is here.” Wait for response, “and how do you know that, are you just taking a guess or does the writer say the setting?” Wait for response, “correct!” 
5.) Independent Practice/Assessment – 
· “We would like you to edit your realistic fiction stories to include some action and setting with your dialogue.   
6.) Closure- 
·  “Good job students, we see you are incorporating action, setting, and feelings into your dialogue.” 

7.) How will you know the lesson has been successful? 

· I will be able to tell the lesson was successful by reading the rough drafts of the students’ work to see if they incorporated setting, action, and feelings in their dialogue. 

8.) Differentiation 

· Students will complete their own realistic fiction stories.  
